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ADVANTAGES OF ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION

Election Day Registration (EDR), also known as “sagiay voter registration,” permits eligible
citizens to register and vote on Election Day. Sate$had EDR for the 2004 elections. These
states:

> Boast higher-than-average voter turnout;

> Reported few problems with fraud;

» Saw insignificant changes in costs, or administrate difficulty; and
» Enhanced citizen’s participation in our democraticprocess.

These benefits led half a dozen states to serimasigider EDR during the 2005 legislative
session and Montana enacted EDR for their 200Gi@hsc Since the elections of 2000, at least
36 states, in every region of the country, havesiared a proposal for “Same Day” or
“Election Day” Registration.

Why Do We Need EDR?

* To help Americans vote.

Election Day Registration makes voting accessibe@nvenient by removing barriers to
participation. With EDR, all eligible citizens wilaorive at the polls have an opportunity to
vote, even if their names have been incorrectlgedror were not added in time for the

election. According to a May 2001 poll, nearly tihurds (64%) of all non-voters said that
allowing people to register and vote on Electiory B@uld make them more likely to vote.

* To make every vote count.

In the 2004 presidential election, more than onéanivoters cast provisional ballots that
often went uncounted. If EDR had been availablestmobthese voters could have registered
and cast regular ballots. Another one million resgesd voters across the country had
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registration problems that prevented them fromngbaltogether — problems that could have
been overcome had EDR been availdble.

* Registration deadlines limit voter participation.

Thirty-seven states end voter registration 20 tal&@s before Election Day, well before
debates are held, advertisements are run, andeb@iast voters focus on election campaigns.

» States with EDR have higher voter participation.

According to the U.S. CensBareau, on average 75 percent of voting-age ciizerted in
EDR states in the 2004 election — about 12 pergerpaints higher than the national
average.

Who Benefits from EDR?

+ All voters.

61 percent of eligible voters participated in the 2@ddsidential election. Another 27
percent55 million American citizens, were notregistered to vote® Experts predict that
EDR could bring many of these citizens into theeys

* Young people.

States with EDR have youth voter turnout rates éwatage 14 percentage points higher than
the national average. In those states, 18-24 ydarame more likely to be contacted by a
political party, which indicates that campaignskseeengage young people in EDR states.
The top two states for youth voting in 2004, Minmtesand Wisconsin, employ EDR.

» The historically disfranchised and recent movers.

More than 40 million Americans, or 14 percent @& gopulation, moved between March
2002 and March 200%3.The young, people of color, and low-income popote are most
mobile. Many of these individuals want to vote brg not able to register at their new
addresses before registration deadlines pass. KR a ready remedy. New residents can
simply re-register at their new voting precinctElection Day and vote.

+ Election administrators.

Election administrators like EDR because it is @a implement than provisional ballots.
EDR is efficient: unlike most provisional ballotgmesses, each voter processed through
EDR casts a valid ballot, and is registered forrtbet election. Administrators are also far
less likely to have to turn away eligible votersnfr the polling place.
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