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 IDAHO VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE – it’s the law, and you have the proof in your hands! You’ll 
notice letters and numbers after each of your rights listed below; those codes tell lawyers and poll-
workers where to find the actual Idaho statute that protects your right to vote. These rights are 
guaranteed to properly registered and qualified voters. You have the right to take this Bill of Rights 
into the voting booth with you. If you feel your rights have been violated, please find an Election 
Protection volunteer to assist you or call toll free:  

1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683).  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO:  

1.  VOTE IF YOU ARE IN LINE at the polling place when the polls open at 8:00 A.M. or close at  
8:00 P.M. Idaho Code § 34-1101  

 2.  VOTE BY REGULAR BALLOT WITHOUT PRESENTING ANY FORM OF PHOTO 
IDENTIFICATION after your signature is verified unless you are a first-time voter who registered by 
mail and you have not previously provided photo identification to the supervisor of elections. § 34-410 
and -1106  
 
3.  REGISTER ON ELECTION DAY if you submit both a photo identification and proof of 
residence. § 34-408A  
 
4.  VOTE OUTSIDE THE POLLING PLACE if you are physically disabled and unable to enter 
the polling place. § 34-1108  
 
5.  REQUEST ASSISTANCE IF YOU CANNOT READ OR WRITE, or you are blind or 
otherwise disabled. § 34-1108(2); § 34-2427; 42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-6 
 
6.  VOTE IN SECRET without being asked to reveal the name of any candidates you voted for or 
against. § 34-1110  
 
7.  VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT if you are eligible to vote in Idaho. § 34-1001  
 
8.  RECEIVE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT from the election officials if you make a mistake on 
your ballot while voting. § 34-1109  
 
9.  VOTE AFTER MOVING TO A NEW COUNTY if you re-register in the new county or if you 
request an absentee ballot from your old county. § 34-413 and -408A  
 
10.  VOTE AFTER BEING CHALLENGED if you have subscribed to the elector’s oath. § 34-
1111  



 
 

 
11.  VOTE WITHOUT ANY DISQUALIFICATION if you have already served your sentence for a 
felony conviction. § 18-310(2)  
 12.  VOTE WITHOUT BEING SOLICITED when you are within 100 feet of the entrance to the 
polling place § 18-2318  
 
13.  TAKE THIS BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING BOOTH WITH YOU.  



 
1.  STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS  

A.  Secretary of State  

The secretary of state is the chief election officer. It is the secretary of state’s responsibility to 
obtain and maintain uniformity in the application, operation, and interpretation of the election 
laws. [§34-201]  

B.  County Clerks  

The county clerk will exercise general supervision of the administration of the election laws by 
each local election official in his or her county for the purpose of achieving and maintaining a 
maximum degree of correctness, impartiality, efficiency, and uniformity in such administration by 
local election officials. [§ 34-206] The county clerk’s duties include the following:  

1 Requiring that each local election official must use such ballots, papers, 
documents, records, and other materials and supplies as directed by the secretary of 
state. [§ 34-208(1)]  
2 Requiring each local election official in his or her county to submit reports 
pertaining to the administration of the election laws by such local election official. 
Each local election official must comply with any such requirement. [§ 34-208(2)]  
3 Inspecting and observing the administration of the election laws by any local 
election official in his or her county at any time he or she deems necessary. [§ 34-
208(3)]  
4 Carrying on a program of in-service training for local election officials in his 
or her county by periodically distributing to them such bulletins, manuals, and other 
informational instructional materials and by establishing and conducting such classes 
of instruction pertaining to the administration of the election laws by local election 
officials as the county clerk considers desirable. [§ 34-208(4)]  
5 Determining the winner, in the case of a tie vote between candidates, at a 
primary election or general election; the interested candidates must appear before the 
county clerk within two (2) days after the canvass and the tie will be determined by a 
coin toss. [§ 34-1210]  

C.  County Board of Canvassers  

The county board of commissioners will be the county board of canvassers and the county clerk will 
serve as their secretary for this purpose. The county board of canvassers will meet within seven (7) 
days after the primary or presidential preference primary election and within ten (10) days after the 
general election for the purpose of canvassing the election returns of all precincts within the county. 
[§ 34-1205]  



 
D.  State Board of Canvassers  

The secretary of state, state controller, and state treasurer will constitute the state board of 
canvassers.  

1 The state board of canvassers will meet within fifteen (15) days after the 
primary election and within fifteen (15) days after the general election in the office of 
the secretary of state for the purpose of canvassing the abstracts of votes cast for all 
candidates for federal, state, and district offices. [§ 34-1211].  
2 The state board of canvassers will examine the abstracts of votes from the 
county canvasses and make a statement of the total number of votes cast for all 
federal, state, and district candidates or special questions that will have been voted 
upon at the election. The statement will set forth the special questions and the names 
of the candidates for whom the votes have been cast. It will also include the total 
number of votes cast for each candidate for office by county and legislative district, 
and the total number of affirmative and negative votes cast for any special question by 
county. The board will certify that such statement is true, subscribe their names 
thereto, and deliver it to the secretary of state. [§ 34-1212]  

E.  Training  

The county clerk is responsible for carrying on a program of in-service training for local election 
officials in his or her county by periodically distributing to them such bulletins, manuals, and other 
informational instructional materials and by establishing and conducting such classes of instruction 
pertaining to the administration of the election laws by local election officials as the county clerk 
considers desirable. [§ 34-208(4)]  

F.  Primary Elections  

The same procedures and rules apply during primary elections.  

6.  RESTORATION OF VOTER RIGHTS  

A resident of Idaho who has been convicted of a felony and is incarcerated may not vote in Idaho 
elections. The right to vote is automatically restored upon final discharge, i.e., satisfactory completion 
of imprisonment, probation, and parole as the case maybe. [§§ 18-310(2) 34-403 & Idaho Const. 
art. VI, §§ 2-3] Idaho residents convicted of felonies in other states may vote in Idaho upon final 
discharge. [§ 18-310(4)] However, a voter may have to re-register in order to be put back on the 
voting rolls. [§§ 34-404 and -408A]  

A resident of another state who is incarcerated in Idaho may be able to vote in his or her home state, 
depending on the laws of that state. If a resident of Idaho is convicted in another state, his or her 
eligibility to vote is governed by Idaho law. [§ 18-310]  



 
 

7. REGISTRATION AND VOTING REQUIREMENTS  

A. Voting Eligibility  

To vote in Idaho you must be:  

 1. a U.S. citizen;  
 
2. at least 18 years old;  
 
3. a resident of Idaho and of the county in which you intend to vote for 
thirty (30) days prior to the date of the election; and  
 
4. registered to vote within the time period provided by law. [§ 34402]  

Note: You can register to vote even if you do not currently meet one or more of the 
requirements for voting eligibility (such as age or residency) as long as you will be 
qualified (i.e., if you will have turned eighteen (18) or will have completed the 
residency requirement) by the date of the election. [§ 34-408(2)]  

B. Basis of Ineligibility:  

You are not entitled to vote in Idaho if:  

 1. you have been convicted of a felony and you have not had your right to 
vote restored by law;  
 
2. you are confined in prison at the time of the election, on conviction of a 
criminal offense;  
 
3. you are not registered to vote; or  
 
4. you are not a citizen of the United States. [Idaho Const., art. VI, §§ 2-3]  

C. Qualifications Needed in Order to Vote  

Pursuant to the Idaho Constitution, every male or female citizen of the United States, 
eighteen (18) years old, who has resided in Idaho, and in the county where he or she 
offers to vote for the period provided by law, if registered as provided by law, is a 
qualified elector. [Idaho Const., art. VI, § 2]  

Persons whose voting rights have been restored by law are qualified to vote under 
Idaho law. Please see Section 6 for further details.  

D. Requesting Registration Applications  

 

1. In person  



 
 

You may register to vote at any time. However, the 
registration books will be closed within 24 days preceding any 
election held throughout the county in which you reside. [§ 
34-408] To register before election day, submit to the office 
of the county clerk a registration card that is legible, accurate, 
and complete. [§§ 34404, 34-407] Registration cards can be 
obtained at the locations specified in Section 8.  

2. On election day  

You may also register on election day by going to the polling place in the precinct 
where you live or to the “absent electors’ polling place.” Once there, you must 
complete a registration card, make an oath, and provide proof of residence.  

Proof of residence includes  

 1. a driver’s license or an Idaho identification card issued by the 
department of transportation;  
 
2. any document that contains a valid address in the precinct together with a 
picture identification card;  
 
3. a current, valid student identification card from a post-secondary 
educational institution in Idaho together with a current student fee 
statement that contains your valid address in the precinct together with a 
picture identification card. [§ 34-408A]  

3. By mail  

You may register to vote by mail. You must mail your application no later than 
twenty-five (25) days before an election. After doing so, the county clerk will issue 
you, by first-class nonforwardable mail, a verification of registration that contains 
your name, address, and precinct number. If the verification is returned to the county 
clerk undeliverable, your card will be removed from the register of eligible voters. [§ 
34-410]  
You may request a mail-in application from the secretary of state’s office by mail, e-
mail, fax, or phone. A mail-in application is attached in Appendix B. You may also 
download an application at http://www.idahovotes.gov/vinfo.htm.����

If you successfully register by mail, you will be required to provide proper 
identification before you are issued a ballot at the polling place. Proper 
identification consists of a current, valid photo identification or a copy of a 
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other 
government document that shows your name and address. [§ 34-410]  

8. WHERE TO REGISTER  

You can register to vote, or obtain a mail-in voter registration application, at the county clerk’s or 
official registrar’s office in the county in which you reside. Registration forms are also  



available in various Idaho state agencies, public libraries, the Division of Motor Vehicle’s offices, 
sheriff’s offices, state courthouses, the Department of Lands offices and Department of Health and 
Welfare offices. You may also be eligible to register on the day of the election by appearing in 
person at the polling place for the precinct in which you reside.  

A list of Idaho county clerk’s offices is attached as Appendix A. You can also print out a voter 
registration application at: http://www.idahovotes.gov/vinfo.htm.  

9.  DEADLINES FOR REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE VOTING  

A.  In order to vote in the Presidential Preference Primary Election on May 27, 2008, 
you must register to vote on or before May 2, 2008; or, if you are eligible, on the day of the 
election.  In order to vote in the General Election on November 4, 2008, you must register 
to vote on or before Friday, October 10, 2008; or, if you are eligible, on the day of the 
election.   
B.  Any completed mail registration card mailed to the appropriate county clerk and 
postmarked not later than twenty-five (25) days preceding an election will be deemed 
timely. [§ 34-410]  
C.  If you are eligible to vote, meaning you currently meet all the criteria described in 
Section 7A above, you may register to vote on the day of the election following the 
procedures described in Section 7D.  
D.  A mailed application for an absentee ballot must be received by the appropriate 
county clerk no later than 6 days before the election. To vote in the Primary Election an 
application sent by mail must be received by 5:00 P.M . on May 21, 2008.  To vote in the 
General Election an application sent by mail must be received by 5:00 P.M . on October 29, 
2008. An application for in-person absentee voting at the “absent elector’s polling place” 
must be received by the appropriate country clerk not later than 5:00 P.M . on the day before 
the election. [§ 34-1002] All voted absentee ballots must be returned to the officer who 
issued the same by 8:00 P.M. on election day. [§ 34-1005]  

10.  PROCESSING VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS  

The qualifications of any person who requests to be registered will be determined by the registering 
official from the information provided to such official. If the official determines that such person is 
not qualified, the official will refuse to register the person. [§ 34-412(1)] 
If a person is refused registration in such manner, the person may make application to the county 
clerk for a hearing on such person’s qualifications. [§ 34-412(2)] 

Not more than ten (10) days after the date the county clerk receives such application, the county 
clerk will hold a hearing on the qualifications of the applicant and notify the applicant of the place 
and time of such hearing. At such hearing, the applicant may present evidence as to his or her 
qualifications; however, no hearing will be held subsequent to any election which is held within 
such 10-day period. If the county clerk determines that the applicant is qualified, the county clerk 
will register the applicant immediately upon the conclusion of the hearing. [§ 34-412]   
 



11.  REMOVAL OF VOTERS FROM REGISTRATION LISTS  

Once you register to vote in Idaho, your registration is permanent, unless it is canceled for any of the 
following reasons:  

A.  You have failed to vote at least once at any primary or general election during the 
four years following registration; [§ 34-435] or  

B.  You have changed your address. [§ 34-413]  

C.  The process for re-registration is the same as if you were registering for the first 
time. See Section 7 above.  

12.  MOVING  

An elector who moves to another county within the state or to another state within thirty (30) days 
prior to any election will be permitted to vote in the ensuing election by absentee ballot. [§ 34-413]  

To vote in the county to which the elector moved, it is necessary to re-register using the elector’s new 
address. [§§ 34-408A and -413]  

13.  ABSENTEE VOTING  
A.  Who May Vote by Absentee Ballot?  

Any registered voter who is not otherwise disqualified from voting in the election 
may vote by absentee ballot. [§ 34-1001]  

B.  Procedures for Obtaining Absentee Ballots  

 

1.  Any registered elector may make written application to the county clerk for 
an absentee ballot. The application must contain the name of the elector, his or her 
home address, county, and address to which such ballot will be forwarded. The 
application for an absent elector’s ballot must be signed by the applicant. [§ 34-
1002]  
 
2.  The application for a mail-in absentee ballot must be received by the county 
clerk not later than 5:00 P.M. on the sixth day before the election. An application for 
in-person absentee voting at an absent elector’s polling place established by the 
county clerk must be received by the county clerk not later than 5:00 P.M. on the day 
before the election. [§ 34-1002]  
 
3.  In the event a registered elector is unable to vote in person at his or her 
designated polling place on the day of election because of an emergency situation 
that rendered him or her physically unable, he or she may nevertheless apply for an 
absent elector’s ballot on the day of election by notifying the county clerk if 
rendered unable within 48 hours of the closing of the polls. [§ 34-1002]  
 
4.  The county clerk must, not later than seventy-five (75) days after the date of 
each general election, submit a report to the secretary of state  



 containing information concerning absentee voters 
as required by federal law. [§ 34-1002]  

5.  An elector physically unable to mark his or her own ballot may receive 
assistance in marking such ballot from an available person of his own choosing. [§ 
34-1003]  

No elector’s registration shall be cancelled, nor shall he or she be deprived of his or 
her right to vote at any election by reason of the removal of his or her official 
registration card from the register of electors, during any period that he or she is 
serving in the armed forces of the United States or of any ally of the United States. 
[§ 34-420 (1)]  However, the registration of an individual may have their registration 
cancelled if they have not voted an any primary or general election in the previous 
four  years. [§ 34-420(1); § 34-435] 

The Federal Post Card Application is the form provided by federal law to register 
and/or request an absentee ballot. You are eligible to use an FPCA if you are a 
member of the Uniformed Services, a member of the Merchant Marine, an eligible 
family member of the Uniformed Services or the Merchant Marine, a member of the 
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service or the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, a federal government employee residing outside the 
United States, or a private citizen residing outside the United States.  

C.  Absentee Voting for Overseas and Military Voters  

Idaho-specific instructions for completing the FCPA are available online at the 
Federal Voting Assistance website at ww.fvap.gov/pubs/vag/pdfvag/id.pdf.  

An application for an absentee ballot made under the Uniform and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 1973ff-1(4) and -3, will be given the same effect 
as an application for an absentee ballot under Idaho law. [§ 34-410A]  

14.  IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  

A person registering to vote in Idaho must, among other things, include his or her current driver’s 
license number on the voter registration form. If a person does not have an Idaho driver’s license, the 
person can provide the last four digits of his or her social security number on the voter registration 
form. [§ 34-411(h)]  

A copy of proper identification will be required prior to issuance of a ballot to anyone who has 
registered by mail and has not previously voted in an election for federal office in Idaho. This 
identification must be submitted with the registration form or shown at the polls prior to voting. 
Proper identification consists of:  

 

1.  A current and valid photo identification; or  



2.  A copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, 
or other government document that shows the name and address of the voter. [§ 34-
410]  

To register to vote on the same day as the election and you must present either 1) an Idaho driver’s 
license or Idaho identification card, 2) both the photo identification and proof of residence or 3) 
current valid student identification card from a post-secondary educational institution in Idaho, and a 
current student fee statement with a valid address in the precinct, and a picture identification card . 
[§ 34-408A(2)]  

A voter registration card is attached hereto at Appendix B. To register, a voter must complete the 
entire registration card by printing the requested information. Once completed, the voter must 
return the registration card to the county clerk’s office in the voter’s county of residence.  
15.  POLLING PLACES  

A.  Polling Place Location  

The board of county commissioners will designate polling places for election precincts 
throughout the county at least thirty (30) days before any election. The polling places will be 
arranged in such a way as to guarantee all voters the right to cast a secret ballot. [§ 34-302]  

B.  Hours Polls to Be Open  

The polls will be opened at 8:00 A.M. and remain open until all registered electors of that precinct 
have appeared and voted or until 8:00 P.M. of the same day, whichever comes first. The country clerk 
at his option, however, may open the polls in his county at 7:00 A.M. for a primary or general 
election. [§ 34-1101(1)] Contact the appropriate county clerk if the polls are not open during the 
times indicated. [See Appendix A for contact information.]  

One (1) judge will make a proclamation thirty (30) minutes before closing the polls. Any elector who 
is in line at 8:00 P.M. will be allowed to vote notwithstanding the pronouncement that the polls are 
closed. [§ 34-1101(2)] Contact the appropriate county clerk if the polls close early. [See Appendix A 
for contact information.] If a voter is in line at 8:00 P.M. but is not allowed to vote due to poll 
closure, please call the Election Protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE immediately.  

C.  Voting Information  

Before each election, a county official will supply sample ballots, as well as a diagram of the 
voting machine displaying ballot labels and illustrated instructions on how to vote. The ballot 
labels will contain the names of the candidates, the positions to be filled, and the statements of the 
measure to be voted on. [§ 34-2426]  

 

1.  When a voter is requesting a ballot, a voter must state and sign his or her 
name and address in the combination election record and poll book. The voter’s 
residence address must be within the precinct at the time of signing. He or she will 
then be given the appropriate ballots that have been stamped with the official 
election stamp and folding instructions for the ballots. [§ 34-1106]  



 2.  Upon receiving the ballot, the voter must enter an empty booth, mark the 
ballot according to the instructions, and then present themselves to the judge at the 
ballot box and state their name and address. [§ 34-1107]  

3.  Any voter who by reason of physical disability or other handicap is unable to 
mark a ballot may receive the assistance of any person whom such voter may select or 
of one of the election clerks. [§ 34-1108(2)]  

4.  No voter may be asked by any election official to show his or her ticket, 
nor to reveal the name of any candidates he voted for or against. [§ 341110]  

D.  Poll Watchers  

The county clerk will, upon receipt of a written request, such request to be received no later than five 
(5) days prior to the day of elections, direct that the election judges permit one person authorized by 
each political party to be at the polling place for the purposes of challenging voters, and will, if 
requested, permit any candidate, or one person authorized by a candidate, several candidates or 
political party, to be present to watch the receiving and counting of the votes. [§ 34-304]  

Persons who are authorized to serve as challengers or watchers will wear visible name tags which 
includes their respective titles. Persons permitted to be present to watch the counting of the votes 
will not absent themselves until the polls are closed. [§ 34-304]  

E. Campaigning at the Polling Place On the day of any primary, general, or special election, no 
person may, within a polling place, or any building in which an election is being held, or within 100 
feet thereof: 

1 Do any electioneering;  
2 Circulate cards or handbills of any kind;  
3 Solicit signatures to any kind of petition; or  
4 Engage in any practice which interferes with the freedom of voters to 
exercise their franchise or disrupts the administration of the polling place.  

[§ 18-2318(1)]  

16.  ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS AT THE POLLING PLACE  
A.  Accessibility to Voters with Disabilities  

If any registered elector is unable, due to physical disability or other handicap, to enter the polling 
place, he or she may be handed a ballot outside the polling place but within forty (40) feet thereof by 
one of the election clerks, and in his or her presence but in a secret manner, mark and return the 
same to such election officer who will proceed to record the ballot. [§§ 341108(1)]  



�

If any registered elector, who is unable by reason of physical disability or other handicap to record 
his or her vote by personally marking his or her ballot and who desires to vote, then in that case such 
elector must be given assistance by the person of his or her choice or by one of the election clerks. 
Such clerk or selected person will mark the ballot in the manner directed by the elector and fold it 
properly and present it to the elector before leaving the voting compartment or area provided for such 
purpose. The elector will then present it to the judge of election. [§ 341108(2)]  

B. Assistance in Languages Other Than English The Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, 
requires that certain jurisdictions provide all voting materials, including voter registration materials 
and ballots, in English and other languages. [42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-1a(c); 28 C.F.R. §§ 55.15, 55.18] 

Written materials generally do not have to be provided to members of Native American groups 
whose languages historically are unwritten. Instead, oral instructions, assistance, or other 
information in the covered language must be available for members of those groups at every state of 
the electoral process. [42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-1a(c)]  

Following is a list of counties in Idaho covered by the language minority provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act as well as which languages are covered [42 U.S.C. § 1973 et seq.; 28 C.F.R. Pt 55 app.] 
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17.  CHALLENGES  
In case any person offering to vote is challenged, one of the judges must declare the qualifications 
of an elector to such person. If the person so challenged declares himself or herself duly qualified, 
and the challenge is not withdrawn, one of the judges will then tender the elector’s oath, as 
prescribed by the secretary of state. No challenged elector will have the right to vote until he or she 
has subscribed to the elector’s oath. Upon a challenged elector’s subscribing the elector’s oath, he or 
she will be entitled to vote. [§ 34-1111]  

18.  VOTER INTIMIDATION; INTERFERENCE WITH VOTERS; UNLAWFUL 
PRACTICES  

Immediately report any intimidation or other unlawful practice to the county clerk’s office. Also 
contact Election Protection at 1-866-OUR-VOTE. The following are examples of unlawful 
practices:  

A.  Every person whose right to vote is challenged at any election and who willfully, 
corruptly, and falsely swears to be a qualified voter is guilty of perjury. [§ 182302]  

� Bannock County  - American Indian  

� Bingham County  - American Indian  

� Owyhee County  - American Indian  

� Power County  - American Indian  



B.  Every person who, after being required by the board of judges at any election, 
refuses to be sworn, or who, after being sworn, refuses to answer any pertinent question 
asked by such board regarding his or her or any other person’s right to vote, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. [§ 18-2303]  

C.  Every person who procures, aids, assists, counsels, or advises another to give or 
offer his or her vote at any election, knowing that the person is not qualified to vote, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. [§ 18-2304]  

D.  Every person who, by force, threats, menaces, bribery, or any corrupt means, either 
directly or indirectly attempts to influence any elector in giving his or her vote, or to deter 
him or her from giving the same, or attempts by any means whatever, to awe, restrain, hinder 
or disturb any elector in the free exercise of the right to vote, or furnishes any elector 
wishing to vote, who cannot read, with a ticket, informing or giving such elector to 
understand that it contains a name written or printed thereon different from the name which 
is written or printed thereon, or defrauds any elector at any such election, by deceiving and 
causing such elector to vote for a different person, for any office, than he or she intended or 
desired to vote for, is guilty of a misdemeanor. [§ 18-2305]  

E.  Every person not entitled to vote, who fraudulently votes, and every person who votes 
more than once at any one election, or knowingly hands in two (2) or more tickets folded 
together, or changes any ballot after the same has been deposited in the ballot box, or adds, or 
attempts to add, any ballot to those legally polled at any election, either by fraudulently 
introducing the same into the ballot box before or after the ballots therein have been counted, 
or adds to or mixes with, or attempts to add to or mix with, the ballots lawfully polled, other 
ballots, while the same are being counted or canvassed, or at any other time, with intent to 
change the result of such election; or carries away or destroys, or attempts to carry away or 
destroy, any poll list, or ballots, or ballot box, for the purpose of breaking up or invalidating 
such election, or willfully detains, mutilates, or destroys any election returns, or in any 
manner so interferes with the officers holding such election or conducting such canvass, or 
with the voters lawfully exercising their rights of voting at such election, as to prevent such 
election or canvass from being fairly held and lawfully conducted, is guilty of a felony. [§ 18-
2306]  

F.  Every person not entitled to vote, who fraudulently attempts to vote, or who, after 
being entitled to vote, attempts to vote more than once at any election, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. [§ 18-2307]  

G.  Any person who willfully disturbs, or is guilty of any riotous conduct at or near, any 
election place or voting precinct, with intent to disturb the same, or interferes with the access 
of the electors to the polling place, or in any manner, with the free exercise of the election 
franchise of the voters, or any voter there assembled, or disturbs or interferes with the 
canvassing of the votes, or with the making of the returns, is guilty of a misdemeanor. [§ 18-
2313]  



H.  Every person who makes, offers, or accepts any bet or wager upon the result of any 
election, or upon the success or failure of any person or candidate, or upon the number of 
votes to be cast, either in the aggregate or for any particular candidate, or upon the vote to 
be cast by any person, is guilty of a misdemeanor. [§ 18-2314]  

I.  Any person who falsely makes, or makes oath to, or fraudulently defaces, or 
fraudulently destroys, any certificate of nomination, or any part thereof, or files, or receives 
for filing, any certificate of nomination, or letter of withdrawal, knowing the same or any 
part is false, or suppresses any certificate of nomination which has been duly filed, or any 
part thereof, or willfully delays the delivery of any ballots, or forges or falsely makes the 
official endorsement on the ballot, or willfully destroys any ballot, will be guilty of a felony, 
and, upon conviction thereof, will be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a 
period of not less than one (1) year nor more than five (5) years. [§ 18-2316]  

J.  Any person who, during the election, removes or destroys any of the supplies or 
conveniences placed in the booths or compartments for the purpose of enabling the voter to 
prepare his or her ballot, or tears down or defaces the cards printed for the instruction of 
voters, or prior to, or on the day of election, willfully defaces or destroys any list of 
candidates posted, will be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, will be 
fined an amount not exceeding $1,000.00. [§ 18-2317]  

K.  Any person who obstructs the doors or entries to a building in which a polling 
place is located or prevents free access to and from any polling place will be arrested and 
will be punished by a fine of an amount not less than $25.00 nor exceeding $1,000. [§§ 
18-2318(2)-(3)]  

L.  No person will attempt to influence the vote of any elector by means of a promise or a 
favor, or by means of violence or threats of violence, or threats of withdrawing custom or 
dealing in business or trade, or enforcing the payment of a debt, or discharging from 
employment, or bringing a suit or criminal prosecution, or any other threat of injury to be 
inflicted by him, or by any other means. [§ 182319]  

M.  No person will in any way offer a bribe to an elector to influence his or her vote. [§ 
18-2320]  

N.  Any person who willfully causes, or endeavors to cause, his or her name to be 
registered in any other election district than that in which he or she resides, or will reside 
prior to the day of the next ensuing election, and any person who causes, or endeavors to 
cause, his or her name to be registered, knowing that he or she is not a qualified elector, and 
will not be a qualified elector on or before the day of the next ensuing election, in the election 
district in which he or she causes or endeavors to cause such registry to be made, and any 
person who induces, aids or abets any one in the commission of either of these acts, will be 
fined an amount  



not less than $50.00 nor more than $1, 000.00, or be confined in the county jail for 
not less than 1 month nor more than 6 months, or both. [§ 18-2322]  

O.  Any person who puts, or permits to be put, into a voting booth, any placard, notice or 
device, except the sample ballots and instruction cards as provided by law, intended or likely 
to call the attention of the voter to any candidate, or to urge the voter to vote for any particular 
candidate, or puts, or allows anything to be put, into such booths the claims of any candidate, 
either directly or indirectly, will be imprisoned in the county jail not to exceed 3 months, or 
fined an amount not to exceed $500.00, or both. [§ 18-2323]  

P.  Every person who willfully violates any of the provisions of the laws relating to 
elections is, unless a different punishment for such violation is prescribed by law, punishable 
by fine of an amount not exceeding $1,000, or by imprisonment in the state prison not 
exceeding five (5) years, or by both. [§ 18-2315]  

19.  COUNTING THE BALLOTS  

A.  Generally  

In precincts without duplicate ballot boxes, the election judges will proceed to count the ballots cast 
when the polls close without adjournment until the counting is completed and the result is declared. If 
the precinct has duplicate ballot boxes, after five ballots have been cast additional clerks shall close 
the first ballot box and count the ballots. After counting the first ballot box the clerks shall return the 
ballot box and proceed to count all of the ballots cast in the second box. Counting shall continue in 
this manner until the polls are closed and all election personnel shall complete the counting. [§ 34-
1201]  
To begin counting, the election judges will open the ballot boxes and count the unopened ballots and 
compare them with both the number of ballots issued according to the poll list and the number of 
stubs or counterfoils in the books from which the ballots were taken. If the numbers cannot be 
reconciled, the election judges have the authority to correct the situation. The election judges cannot, 
however, void all ballots cast at a polling place. In precincts with duplicate ballot boxes comparison 
and reconciliation will take place after all of the votes have been tallied. [§ 34-1202]  

Once the ballots and poll lists agree, election officials will then proceed to count the ballots. Any 
ballot from which it is impossible to determine the elector’s choice is void and will not be counted. 
After all the ballots have been counted, the election officials shall post a correct copy at the polling 
place and transmit the results to the county clerk. [§ 34-1203]  

B.  Processing Absentee Ballots  

Between the opening and closing of the polls on election day, the election judges will open the carrier 
envelope only, announce the absent elector’s name, remove the ballot envelopes, and deposit them in 
the proper ballot boxes. The absent elector’s name will be entered on the poll books the same as 
though he or she had been present and voted in person. The ballot envelope will not be opened until 
the ballots are counted. [§ 34-1008]  

C.  Recount Procedures  

Any candidate for federal, state, or county office desiring a recount of the ballots cast in any 
nominating or general election may apply to the attorney general within twenty (20) days of the 
canvass of such election for a recount by the state board of canvassers. [§ 34-2301] The attorney  



general shall then issue an order for recount. The order shall provide for the place where the recount is 
to be made; that all candidates named on the ballot for the office contested, or a representative of 
either or all of them, may be present to watch the counting; and that every other person interested may 
be present. The order shall state the date on which the recount is to be made which shall not be more 
than ten days from the date of the order. [§ 34-2304]  

At the time and place fixed for recounting the ballots cast in any precinct all ballots shall be recounted 
in plain view of the candidates or their representatives, and if the recount is of a primary election the 
blank ballots shall be counted against the ballots that were voted. The recount shall commence at the 
time and place so ordered, and shall continue until the recount is finished and the results tabulated. 
The recount shall be conducted under the same conditions and in the same manner as the original 
count. The attorney general shall be the final authority concerning any question which arises during 
the recount. [§ 34-2305]  

20.  RECENT LEGISLATIVE ACTION  

The following briefly summarizes some of the recent legislative action concerning Idaho election 
reform:  

A.  House Bill 415.– This bill extends contribution limitations to campaign 
contributions made by persons or groups controlled by labor organizations. [Passed by 
the House on February 15, 2006. Effective March 11, 2006]  

B.  House Bill 672.– This bill allows for watchers to observe the elections and 
provides for a statewide voter registration system. [Passed by the House on February 
25, 2006. Effective March 16, 2006]  

C.  House Bill 671.– This bill relaxes restrictions on watchers and absentee ballots for 
school district elections. [Passed by the House on February 24, 2006. Effective March 30, 
2006]  

21.  COMMON PROBLEMS AND PROPOSED SOLUTIONS  
A.  Inoperative Voting Equipment  

If any voting machine used in any election precinct becomes damaged so as to render it inoperative, 
notify an election board clerk immediately. If the damaged voting machine cannot be repaired or 
replaced in time for further use at the election, the election board must permit the voters to use paper 
ballots. Such paper ballots must be issued, voted, and deposited in ballot boxes. [§ 34-2421]  

B.  Voter Identification Problems  

A copy of proper identification will be required prior to issuance of a ballot to anyone who has 
registered to vote by mail and has not previously voted in an election for federal office in Idaho. 
Proper identification consists of:  



 
 
 

1 A current and valid photo identification; or  
2 A copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, 
or other government document that shows the name and address of the voter. [§ 34-
410]  

If a voter is denied the right to vote because he or she does not have proper identification, please call 
the Election Protection hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE immediately.  

C.  Confusing Ballots  

Before each election at which a vote tally system is to be used, the county clerk will make every 
reasonable effort to acquaint the electors within his or her county with the ballot format and the 
marking system. [§ 34-2426(3)] To this end, the country clerk will cause to be published a facsimile, 
except as to size, of the sample ballot. [§ 34-2425(2)]  

If an elector inadvertently or by mistake spoils a ballot, he or she must return it folded to the 
distributing clerk, who will give him or her another ballot. The ballot thus returned will, without 
examination, be immediately canceled by writing across the back, or outside of the ballot as folded, 
the words “spoiled ballot, another issued,” and be deposited in a box provided for that purpose. [§ 34-
1109]  

Before each election at which voting machines are to be used, the county clerk will place on public 
exhibition a suitable number of voting machines for the proper instruction of voters. The machines 
will be arranged and equipped with ballot labels so as to best illustrate the method of voting at that 
election and, so far as practicable, will contain:  

1 The names of the offices to be filled;  
2 The names of the candidates to be voted for, together with their proper party 

designations in case of party elections; and  
3 Statements of the measures to be voted on.  
[§ 34-2426(1)] 

In addition to supplying sample ballots, the county clerk will, before the election, take reasonable 
additional steps to familiarize the voters with a diagram showing the face of the voting machine after 
the official ballot labels are arranged thereon with illustrated instructions how to vote and with the 
locations of the voting machines that are on public exhibition. [§ 34-2426(2)]  

Before each election at which a vote tally system is to be used, the county clerk will make every 
reasonable effort to acquaint the electors within his or her county with the ballot format and the 
marking system. [§ 34-2426(3)]  
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Appendix A  

IDAHO COUNTY CLERK LISTING  

�
David Navarro Ada County Clerk 200 W Front 
Boise ID 83702-7300 phone: (208) 287-6860 
fax: (208) 287-6849 www.adaweb.net/  

Michael A. Fisk Adams County Clerk PO Box 
48 Council ID 83612-0048 phone: (208) 253-
4561 fax: (208) 253-4880 www.co.adams.id.us/  

Dale Hatch Bannock County Clerk PO Box 
6094 Pocatello ID 83205-6094 phone: (208) 236-
7334 fax: (208) 236-7345 www.co.bannock.id.us  

Kerry Haddock Bear Lake County Clerk PO 
Box 190 Paris ID 83261-0190 phone: (208) 945-
2212 fax: (208) 945-2780 
www.bearlakecounty.info  

Michelle Reynolds  Sara Staub  
Benewah County Clerk  Bingham County Clerk  
701 W College Ave  501 N Maple St #205  
St Maries ID 83861-1852  Blackfoot ID 83221-1776  
phone: (208) 245-3212  phone: (208) 785-8040  
fax: (208) 245-3046  fax: (208) 785-4131 www.co.bingham.id.us/  

Marsha Reimann  Rora Canody  
Blaine County Clerk  Boise County Clerk  
206 1st Ave South #200  PO Box 1300  
Hailey ID 83333-8429  Idaho City ID 83631-1300  
phone: (208) 788-5505  phone: (208) 392-4431  
fax: (208) 788-5501  fax: (208) 392-4473  
www.co.blaine.id.us/  www.co.boise.id.us/  
Marie Scott Bonner County Clerk 215 S First 
Sandpoint ID 83864-1392 phone: (208) 265-1432 
fax: (208) 265-1447 www.co.bonner.id.us/  

Ron Longmore Bonneville County Clerk 605 N 
Capital Ave Idaho Falls ID 83402-3582 phone: 
(208) 529-1350x1363 fax: (208) 529-1188 
www.co.bonneville.id.us  

Glenda Poston Boundary County Clerk PO 
Box 419 Bonners Ferry ID 83805-0419 phone: 
(208) 267-2242  

Diane Cartwright Butte County Clerk PO Box 
737 Arco ID 83213-0737 phone: (208) 527-3021  
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fax: (208) 267-7814 www.boundarycountyid.org  fax: (208) 527-3916  

Rollie Bennett Camas County Clerk PO Box 
430 Fairfield ID 83327-0430 phone: (208) 764-
2242 fax: (208) 764-2349  

Noel Hales Canyon County Clerk 1102 E 
Chicago Caldwell ID 83605-3522 phone: (208) 
454-7562 fax: (208) 454-6899 
www.canyoncounty.org/  

Edie Izatt Caribou County Clerk PO Box 775 
Soda Springs ID 83276-0775 phone: (208) 547-
4324 fax: (208) 547-4759  

Larry Mickelsen Cassia County Clerk 1459 
Overland Avenue Burley ID 83318-1862 phone: 
(208) 878-4367 fax: (208) 878-5830 
www.cassiacounty.org/  

Lisa Black Clark County Clerk PO Box 205 
Dubois ID 83423-0205 phone: (208) 374-5304 
fax: (208) 374-5609  

Robin Christensen Clearwater County Clerk 
PO Box 586 Orofino ID 83544-0586 phone: 
(208) 476-5615 fax: (208) 476-9315 
www.clearwatercounty.org  

Ethel Peck Custer County Clerk PO Box 385 
Challis ID 83226-0385 phone: (208) 879-2360 
fax: (208) 879-5246 www.co.custer.id.us  

Merrilee Hiler Elmore County Clerk 150 S 4th 
E #3 Mountain Home ID 83647-3000 phone: 
(208) 587-2131 fax: (208) 587-2159 
www.elmorecounty.org  

V. Elliott Larsen Franklin County Clerk 39 W 
Oneida Preston ID 83263-1232 phone: (208) 
852-1090 fax: (208) 852-1094  

Abbie Mace Fremont County Clerk 151 W 1st 
N #12 St Anthony ID 83445-1548 phone: (208) 
624-7332 fax: (208) 624-7335 
www.co.fremont.id.us/  

Susan Howard Gem County Clerk 415 E Main 
Emmett ID 83617-3096 phone: (208) 365-4561 
fax: (208) 365-6172 www.co.gem.id.us/  

Denise Gill Gooding County Clerk PO Box 417 
Gooding ID 83330-0417 phone: (208) 934-4841 
fax: (208) 934-5085  
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Rose E. Gehring Idaho County Clerk 320 W 
Main Rm 5 Grangeville ID 83530-1948 phone: 
(208) 983-2751 fax: (208) 983-1428 
www.idahocounty.org/  

Christine Boulter Jefferson County Clerk PO 
Box 275 Rigby ID 83442-0275 phone: (208) 
745-7756 fax: (208) 745-6636 
www.co.jefferson.id.us  

Cheryl Watts  Dan English  
Jerome County Clerk  Kootenai County Clerk  
300 N Lincoln Rm 301  PO Box 9000  
Jerome ID 83338-2344  Coeur d’Alene ID 83816-9000  
phone: (208) 324-8811  phone: (208) 769-4428  
fax: (208) 324-2719  fax: (208) 765-1968  
www.jeromecounty.org/  www.co.kootenai.id.us/  
Susan R. Petersen Latah County Clerk PO Box 
8068 Moscow ID 83843-0568 phone: (208) 882-
8580 fax: (208) 883-7203 www.latah.id.us/  

Terri Morton Lemhi County Clerk 206 
Courthouse Drive Salmon ID 83467-3900 phone: 
(208) 756-2815 fax: (208) 756-8424 
www.lemhicountyidaho.org  

Cathy Larson Lewis County Clerk 510 Oak 
Street Room 1 Nez Perce ID 83543-5065 phone: 
(208) 937-2661 fax: (208) 937-9234 
www.lewiscountyid.org  

Elizabeth Kime Lincoln County Clerk 111 
West B Street Suite C Shoshone ID 83352-5364 
phone: (208) 886-7641 fax: (208) 886-2458  

Marilyn Rasmussen Madison County Clerk PO 
Box 389 Rexburg ID 83440-0389 phone: (208) 
356-3662 fax: (208) 356-8396 
www.co.madison.id.us  

Duane D. Smith Minidoka County Clerk PO 
Box 368 Rupert ID 83350-0368 phone: (208) 
436-9511 fax: (208) 436-0737 
www.minidoka.id.us/  

Patty Weeks Nez Perce County Clerk PO Box 
896 Lewiston ID 83501-0896 phone: (208) 799-
3020 fax: (208) 799-3070 www.co.nezperce.id.us  

Shirlee Blaisdell Oneida County Clerk 10 
Court Street Malad ID 83252-1200 phone: (208) 
766-4116 fax: (208) 766-2448 
www.co.oneida.id.us/  
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Charlotte Sherburn Owyhee County Clerk PO 
Box 128 Murphy ID 83650-0128 phone: (208) 
495-2421 fax: (208) 495-1173 
http://owyheecounty.net/clerk/index.htm  

Betty Dressen Payette County Clerk 1130 3rd 
Ave N Rm 104 Payette ID 83661-2473 phone: 
(208) 642-6000 fax: (208) 642-6011 
www.payettecounty.org  

Christine Steinlicht Power County Clerk 543 
Bannock Ave American Falls ID 83211-1200 
phone: (208) 226-7611 fax: (208) 226-7612 
www.co.power.id.us/  

Peggy Delange-White Shoshone County Clerk 
700 Bank Street #120 Wallace ID 83873-2348 
phone: (208) 752-1264 fax: (208) 753-2711  

Nolan Boyle Teton County Clerk 89 N Main #1 
Driggs ID 83422-5164 phone: (208) 354-2905 
fax: (208) 354-8410 www.tetoncountyidaho.gov  

Kristina Glascock Twin Falls County Clerk PO 
Box 126 Twin Falls ID 83303-0126 phone: (208) 
736-4004 fax: (208) 736-4182 
www.twinfallscounty.org  

Leland G. Heinrich Valley County Clerk PO 
Box 1350 Cascade ID 83611-1350 phone: (208) 
382-7100 fax: (208) 382-7107  

Sharon Widner Washington County Clerk PO 
Box 670 Weiser ID 83672-0670 phone: (208) 
414-2092 fax: (208) 414-3925 
www.co.washington.id.us  
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Voter Registration Form  



Appendix C  

Application for Absent Elector’s Ballot  



Appendix D  

Voter’s Affidavit  



Appendix E  

Election Day Irregularities Complaint Log Form  



Appendix F  

HAVA Administrative Complaint Form �


